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Te Re Howall, District Znginser
Geologlcal Survey, Boise, Idaho.

Robert Follansbee, District Engineer
Geolozical Survey, Denver, Colorado,

¥, T, Wilson, Distriet Engineer
Geological Survey, Salt Lake City, Utah,

For the informmation of the Survey Bear Hver ‘dvigory Committes, this
letter will serve t0 record in general a neeting of the three state
enginesrs at Pocatello on December 17, 1945, which I wae requested to
attend., Foezibly Mr, Wataon will send out minutes of the meeting, but
I believe that a report from me would not be out of order., The trans-
mittal of this to you hes been delayed due to lack of stanogrephic help,

Meeting called by Mr. &, H. watson at 23100 .M, at Bannock Hotel
on December 17, 1945. In asttendance were: L. C. BISHOF, MARK XULI,
£, U. WATSOE, 3., T. BAIRD and ¥. V. IOWN",

As explained by lr, .Jatgon, the purpose of the meetins was to
discuss the various problems of the compact and go over the stresm flow
records in the jiydrometric Zeport. The discussion was to be entirely
informal. 3Briefly, the following points were discussed:

l. The attitude of the three state aengireers was zsked on ths
recent actions of ir, A. L. Merrill in endesvoring to change the wording
of the reguest to Congress for its consent granting the statea the right
to enter into a compaoct, Iir, Merrill apparcently wanted the wording
"squitable division and apportioment” changed to "on the basis of
priority of righta.” All three state engineers felt that the original
wording was appropriate and thet the lattor might limit too much the
securing of a workable ecompsct between the states., Isch state enginecer
was t0 advise his congressional nembers aecordingly.

2. Vartous parts of the 1%L  Hydrometric Data report was studied
end many questions saked and anaswered concerning flow at various points,
available suppliss, conpalifon between adjudicated PAEE$R &nd amounts
carried by cansls. ‘
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de¢ Discussion of additional pertinent data other than stream and
canal discharge records that should be collected and on hand for compact
studles,

(da) Adjudications, deerees and permits, Idsho and Wyoming
have furnished date to Committee chairmen and other
state sngineers, Utah has not completed campiling of
claims on which sdjudication is to be based, but work
is continuing on it.

{b) Land desoriptions of irrigated acreages.
Mr, Bishop presented copies of descriptions of
irrigated lands on Bear River in Wyaming to Chairman
snd other state engineers. Mr, Bishop offered to provids
the other stetes with s supply of the form used so that
all data will be the same,

Considerable discussion then followed on probable discrerancies
between recorded lands ifirrigated and actual lands irrdigated., It was
recammended by lr, Bishop and sgreed to by the other state engineers, that
the lands irrigated as described by the sdjudications should be platted on
maps and differences in acresges irrigated noted in red on the oopies of
the adjudicated land deseripiions to be furnished, I was saked if I
could do this or aesign a man to it. I called their attention to the
fact that my work was limited to the collection of stream flow records
and that my organization hud more work than it could do. ‘They then
asked me if I would supervise the work if the states hired z men, to which
1 consented, 'The state eungineers then decided to each furnish a man
from thelir respective state. These men to be sent to Logan for thelr
instructions so that the work would be of a uniform chsracter,

I also egreed to supply a set of the Sursau of Reclamation Land
Tse Keps for this purpose, providing the Buresu would grant me permission
t0 make the printe, '

¥y plan is to have the men block out sach asction into jU=uore
tracts and shede sll lands deseribed in different colors for the &ifferent
cansls., The areas cap then be planimetered for acreage under each ocanal,
a8 I doubt that the maps can be marked off in the correct LD-acre trazoctsa,
This work, in addition to requiring all the information now shown on the
Duresu Maps, will probably necessitate inspection of aerisl photographs
from which the maps are made and in addition, actuml field reconnaissance
of same of the doubtful areas in the field, The maps, when completed, are
t0 be filed with the chairman of the Tri-state Conmittee,

Le Discussion of the diflerences in duties of water assigned in
the respective states in sdjudiecsatins water.

5. Discussion of tributary flows and the diveraions from them, In
general, the consensus of opiuion was that the tributaries, with the
exception of Smiths Fork, would not affect the compact divisions of the
flow of ths main river.



neport of Meeting -
Jamiary 17, 1946.

However, the state enginsers reserved until a later date, following
additional study, whether or not collsetion of tributary diversion records
should be dispensed with for the caming irrigation season. I presented to
the state enginesrs an estimsted budget showin: that an additional sum of
about 34,000,00 would be necessary for the current fiscal year if full
coveraze is necessary in the tributary diversions. No action was taken
rending declsion or continuing records on diversions.

Throughout the meeting the siate engineers frequently questioned
¥r. Baird as to his opinions regarding various points in the proposed
compact., His advice was freely given and sdded nmaterially to ths knowe
ledge of the conditions on the river, especially during low water years,
Mr, Baird also had a report which he was presenting t0 a later meetinsg of
the Idaho oompact coomission, Additionsl coples of it are to be prepared
by ¥r, Rulp and a copy provided for the Logan office.

As stated at previocus meetings, Mr, #ishop reiterated his stand that
the river should he conasidered only down to Stewart Dam. Inflows below
should take care of nomal flow rights and no demand should be mede on
upstreanr flows for delivery below Ftewart Dam. The Power Company ear
Iake storage right also haw hia disfavor, ,

ALl three stato enginsers are in accord that priority of rights
ghould be the beginning bagis of the ommpact.

Mr. Bishop requected that a meeting be held in the near future,
preferably at EZvanston, to whieh prineipally the Wyoning water users
may be invited., ilo definite date wms selected for that or other later
mpetings =t Jalt lake.

We V. IQRNS
Project Engineer,
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